Fort Langley Youth Rowing Society
SAFE SPORT POLICY MANUAL

Introduction

Community is Our Strength

The success of the sport of rowing in Canada rests on community. Rowing Canada Aviron (RCA) is itself
organized as an association, a legal relationship connecting a community of Member clubs and
associations and governed by a board of directors, elected by the community. Every provincial
association and club is a community of members, coaches, volunteers and other participants.

Like you, we love this sport and we commit to seek ways to foster a community where all individuals
participate fully to the best of their ability and they, in turn, support their fellow community members.

RCA's Commitment to Compliance with National Standards

RCA, as the national governing body for the sport of rowing, has a responsibility to ensure that its
practices, procedures and policies comply with regulators at the federal level. Aligned with federal
requirements, RCA adopted the Universal Code of Conduct to Prevent and Address Maltreatment in
Sport (UCCMS) in 2022. UCCMS is incorporated into this Safe Sport Policy Manual and will apply, as
amended from time to time, to all Individuals and Members as a condition of their participation in the
sport of rowing in Canada and/or their membership in RCA. Further, RCA is a signatory to Sport Integrity
Canada (previously CCES), which has a mandate to receive and where it deems appropriate, investigate
and adjudicate complaints of Maltreatment and/or Prohibited Behaviour for identified participants,
volunteers and staff at the national level. Complaints and concerns for all other participants are received
by the Independent Third Party (ITP) for Rowing who will apply the policies and procedures in this
Manual.

RCA's Support for a Culture of Safeguarding

Safeguarding all participants involves creating guidelines for people to follow through a variety of
situations. Setting clear and consistent expectations for how members of the rowing community, at
every level, are to interact, communicate and participate in the sport of rowing for the betterment of all
participants in the Canadian rowing community is the driving force behind this Safe Sport Policy Manual
(Manual).

This Manual is just one tool to support the rowing community in Canada as we strive to create a culture
of safeguarding for all participants.

An Overview of How to Use this Manual

This Manual is a package of individual policies linked together with the same goal of creating and
supporting safeguarding in rowing in Canada. Each policy meets a specific need and can stand alone.
Several policies address guidelines for appropriate and inappropriate conduct while others provide
procedures and processes regarding complaints or enquiries about potential inappropriate conduct and
the related consequences. RCA recognizes that a policy manual cannot answer every question or
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concern. The language of the policies and procedures is complex as required to reflect the legal
foundations underpinning the safe sport processes.

RCA is committed to ongoing review and improvement of the policies and changes in this version of the
Manual are a result of feedback from the rowing community.

It should also be noted that certain policies found in this Safe Sport Manual also apply to matters beyond
safe sport, for example, the Appeal Policy. RCA publishes certain policies on RCA’s website so that they

are accessible and applicable in all relevant areas.

If you have questions about Safe Sport or the policies, we encourage you to reach out to the Safe Sport
Lead in your province or at your individual rowing club.
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